of plague, an ever-recurring factor in tlie problem of tlie industria
labour supply.
Tlie labourers consist mostly of Marathas from the Deccan and
Konkan, a small section of Konkani Mahomedans and Julhais (the
Mahomedan weaver caste), with, a few men from Central India. The-
first two classes are usually cultivators of holdings too small to afford,
them a subsistence, and heavily indebted to the village money-lender,.
This habit of indebtedness adheres to them in Bombay, where they,
in common with other mill hands, are usually deeply in the books of petty
money-lenders. The few mill hands from Central India and the Julhais
are far more careful with their money and work harder. The former
indeed are rarely in debt and occasionally even lend to their weaker
brethern. There is more specialisation in different departments of the
mill by workers of particular castes or origin than in Calcutta. The
mill hands are recruited by and employed through a class of men known
as jobbers, and are paid monthly, one month in arrears.
These remarks do not apply to the handling of goods for export and
import, and the work at the docks, which require labourers of a different
type.
22.  Among the main industries of Bombay, other than the- cotton
Other industries           mills, are the engineering shops, whieh have
sprung up here for the same reasons-   as   at
Calcutta, though they are less extensive and numerous. The more
important concerns numbered 12 in the year 1915, the largest of which
employed over 800 hands. There were in addition two silk mills, four
flour mills, and a considerable group of tanneries producing half-tanned
leather, with one large tannery and leather factory employing about
500 hands.
The disadvantage under which Bombay for so long laboured, owing
to its distance from the coal fields, has recently been largely reduced by
the facilities which the proximity of the Western Ghats affords for "the
generation of hydro-electric power. This has been utilised by the enter-
prise of a great Bombay firm, whose hydro-electric works at Lonavla
produce 42,000 horse power and deliver it at a charge of -5 annas per
unit, where motors are supplied by the mills, and -55 annas, where they
are found by the hydro-electric company. Other schemes on an even
larger scale are under construction and in contemplation.
23.  The sea trade of Bombay, in addition to ordinary country pro-
Sea trade              duce,  consists mainly  of the export of raw
cotton and of locally manufactured yarn and
'piece-goods, and the import of foreign piece-goods-and yarn, sugar,
metals, machinery and miscellaneous articles. The figures of imports